Septic shock.
Although our understanding of molecular events in septic shock is growing exponentially, bedside management has changed only incrementally over the last 20 years. In pediatric and adult patients alike, treatment continues to be largely supportive. Morbidity and mortality, though gradually improving, continue to be high. The major similarities, as well as the minor differences, between pediatric and adult septic shock are reviewed in this article, with an emphasis on current clinical practice and recent clinical investigations of novel therapies.